Welcome to the Learning Acceleration Support Opportunities (LASO) 25-26 Cycle 4 application.

This consolidated application streamlines school system’s access to grant funding, allotments, and in-kind supports and services across 15
opportunities.

Introduction

This application includes 15 initiatives available for school systems to apply for in LASO Cycle 4.
To ensure an informed selection, please follow these steps:

« Review Program Guidelines: Examine the program guidelines and resources for each initiative to understand its purpose, eligibility
requirements, and assurances.

» Engage Internal Teams: Consult with key stakeholders (e.g., board, superintendent, district leaders, campus leaders etc.) to determine
which initiatives best align with your school system’s needs and capacity.

« Select Initiatives: Identify the initiatives that best support your local priorities.
« Complete the Application: Submit responses only for the initiatives your school system chooses to apply for.
Review each initiative by clicking the links to its program guidelines below:

Curriculum & Instruction Serving Grants

« Leadership & Instructional Foundations for Texas (LIEFT),

o LIFT merges programs formerly known as Strong Foundations- SF, Texas Instructional Leadership- TIL, and Texas Lesson Study-
TXLS

o LIFT Add-On: School Improvement PLC Support (LIFT SI PLC)
o (available only for Title I Comprehensive, Targeted, and Addtl Targeted)

o (available only for Title I Comprehensive, Targeted, and Addtl Targeted)
« Blended [earning Grant (BLG)

o Two Cohorts: Academic — Math or RLA cohort and Strategic Operations Cohort
« AP Computer Science Principles (APCSP)

Education and Training
o PREP Program Allotment
« PREP Residency Preservice Program
o PREP Grow Your Own (GYO)_Program
« PREP Mentorship Program
« Texas Strategic Staffing for Residencies (TSS)_Grant

More Time

« Additional Days School Year Planning & Execution Program (ADSY PEP)
o Two Cohorts: Full Year Redesign and Summer Learning

Innovative School Models - Launch Grants

« School Action Fund (SAF),

« Navigating Excellence through Targeted Supports (NEXT),
Early College High School (ECHS)

Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH)
Virtual and Hybrid Program Accelerator (VHPA)

Additional Resources and Considerations

Additional Resources


https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-lift-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-lift-add-on-school-improvement-plc-support.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-school-improvement-curriculum-and-instruction-support-grant-si-cisg.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-blg-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-apcsp-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-prep-overview.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-prep-residency-preservice-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-prep-grow-your-own-gyo-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-prep-mentorship-program-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-texas-strategic-staffing-for-residencies-grant-pgs.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-adsy-pep-grants-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-school-action-fund-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-next-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-echs-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-ptech-program-guidelines.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-virtual-and-hybrid-program-accelerator-guidelines.pdf

« Initiative One-Pagers: Provides school systems with a concise summary of each initiative in LASO Cycle 4.

« Eligibility & Prioritization Matrix: Provides eligibility and prioritization criteria that will enable a school system to predict the likelihood of
receiving an award.

« Initiative Selection Tool: Provides a Scenario map to guide selection of the right fitting initiative based on need.
« Role and Responsibilities Insight Tool: Identifies the types of responsibilities for each role and show where roles overlap across initiatives.
Key Considerations for Submission

« Each school system may submit only one application. If multiple applications are submitted, only the most recent submission (based on
timestamp) will be accepted.

» The application must be signed by the superintendent to be considered formally submitted. Only signed applications will be scored and
considered for award. If the superintendent is unavailable to sign by the deadline, email LASO@texas.tea.gov for guidance.

« School systems have 60 days to complete the application. The application opens on October 3, 2025, and must be submitted by December
3,2025, at 5:00 PM CT.

Overview

General School System Information

Select the ESC region that serves the school system.

ESC Region: ESC 11: Fort Worth

NEWMAN INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF

Seos] Sy ARLINGTON-(220817)

School System Contact Information

Enter the contact information for the employee who is completing this application.

Note: There may be multiple roles at the school system completing different sections of this application - this entry is for the primary contact.

School System Employee Name: ‘Enoch Milton ‘

School System Employee Title: ‘Grants and Compliance Specialist ‘

School System Employee Email: ‘ejmilton@newmanacademy.org ‘

Superintendent Contact Information

Enter the school system superintendent's contact information.

Superintendent Name: ‘Sheba George ‘

Superintendent Email: ‘shebakg@newmanacademy.org ‘

School System Calendar
For the 2026-27 school year, select the option that best describes your school system’s instructional calendar:

@ 165 or more instructional days
O Fewer than 165 instructional days
O Fewer than 165 instructional days in 2026—27, but planning to transition to 165 or more days in a future year

LASO Cycle 4 Assurances

As the applicant, the school system hereby agrees to:
« Commit to all assurances associated with the initiatives they intend to apply for.


https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-4-initiative-one-pager-final.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-4-eligibility-and-prioritization-guidance-one-pager.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/final-laso-4-initiative-selection-tool-0.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-roles-and-responsibilities-tool.pdf

Failure to agree to these assurances may prevent the school system from completing the application or being considered for awards.
« Ensure the superintendent approves participation in all selected initiatives.

If assurances are not met or the school system disengages from the supports/initiatives provided, TEA may impose conditions on the award,
including terminating participation or reducing awarded funds.

« Meet the General and Fiscal Guidelines.
The school system certifies its commitment to all assurances listed above?

® Yes
O No

Initiative Selection

Below is the list of initiatives available in LASO Cycle 4. Review the program guidelines and one-pagers with key information for each
initiative. Then select the set of initiatives that best meet your school system’s local needs and priorities.

Curriculum & Instruction Grants

Leadership and Instructional Foundations for Texas (LIFT)

O LIFT Add-On: School Improvement PLC Support (LIFT SI PLC)

O School Improvement Curriculum and Instruction Support Grant (SI CISG)
O Blended Learning Grant (BLG)

Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles (APCSP)

Education & Training Allotments and Grant

O PREP Residency Preservice Program

O PREP Grow Your Own (GYO) Program

O PREP Mentorship Program

O Texas Strategic Staffing for Residencies (TSS) Grant

More Time Grants

O Additional Days School Year Planning & Execution Program (ADSY PEP) Grant

Innovative School Models - Launch Grants

OJ School Action Fund (SAF)

O Navigating Excellence through Targeted Supports (NEXT)

O Early College High School (ECHS)

O Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH)
Virtual and Hybrid Program Accelerator (VHPA)

Leadership and Instructional Foundations for Texas (LIFT)

Initiative Description:

LIFT (Leadership and Instructional Foundations for Texas) is a three-year program designed to support Texas school systems in building the
instructional and systems-level capacity needed to deliver high-quality learning experiences for all students. LIFT brings together the highest
leverage components of Strong Foundations, Texas Instructional Leadership, and Texas Lesson Study, providing comprehensive support for
school systems to adopt high-quality instructional material (HQIM) and implement Bluebonnet Learning (BL) over multiple years.

Review the Eligibility Criteria and Initiative Assurances listed below and indicate the school system’s acceptance.

Eligibility Criteria:
As the applicant, the school system hereby agrees to:
« Commit to selecting and implementing a State Board of Education (SBOE)-approved high-quality instructional material (HQIM) in the


https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/grants/grants-administration/guidelines-provisions-and-assurances
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-cycle-4-grant-and-allotment-portfolio
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/laso-4-initiative-one-pager-final-v21.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/state-board-of-education/imra/imra24-list-of-sboe-approved-instructional-materials.pdf

2027-28 school year.
OR
» Commit to implementing a Bluebonnet Learning (BL) product in the 202627 school year.
Note: Participation in other grant programs does not disqualify applicants but may be considered during prioritization.

Initiative Assurances:

As the applicant, the school system hereby agrees to:

« Commit to (with Board approval) implementing a Bluebonnet Learning (BL) product in the 2026-27 school year (if applying to the
“Implementation Phase”) OR committing to selecting and implementing a State Board of Education (SBOE)-approved high-quality
instructional material (HQIM) in the 2027-28 school year (if applying to the “Planning Phase”).

Contract with an Approved Provider from the LASO Cycle 4 State Approved Provider List for LIFT.
Submit Approved Provider contracts and required funding summary reports to TEA.

Secure approval from the Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer (or equivalent leader) to participate in the program.

» Appoint a designated LIFT lead as the primary point of contact and identify at least two additional contacts.

Note: The primary point of contact should be the equivalent of a senior academic team member or principal manager:

Participate in required TEA-led activities, including a grant kick-off and communities of practice.

» Engage relevant school system and campus leaders, including special programs leadership, as well as teachers, instructional coaches, and
special population educators in upfront training, implementation support, and coaching.

Participate in a needs assessment of current instructional practices and materials.
Establish or refine systems for instructional leadership, schoolwide routines, and observation and feedback.

Submit all required grant deliverables, including instructional framework artifacts, implementation plans, school system-level instructional
materials transition plan, campus-level implementation action plans, classroom, campus, and school system-level observation data and
student outcomes data and progress updates as requested by the Approved Provider or the TEA.

Participate in TEA-administered surveys and/or focus groups, as requested.
Use grant funds in alignment with the required allocation structure and ensuring all expenditures support the goals of the LIFT program.

Permit Approved Providers access to campuses to provide in-person support.

Ensure teachers have sufficient planning time and use the required protocols.

Provide print materials for all participating teachers and students.

Follow the year-long scope and sequence for the instructional materials.
Meet the minimum number of instructional minutes for the instructional materials.

Ensure that a number of instructional leaders, aligned with the school system size, will actively participate in monthly implementation
support and coaching provided by the Approved Provider.

Ensure that the school system cabinet regularly engages in data reflection/performance management routines.

1. Does the school system agree to meet the Eligibility Criteria and Initiative Assurances listed above?

® Yes
O No

Leadership and Instructional Foundations for Texas (LIFT) (cont)

Initiative Specific Questions for the Leadership and Instructional Foundations for Texas (LIFT) Grant

For each content area below, please indicate your district’s current intention regarding the implementation of high-quality instructional materials
(HQIM).

You may select different options for each content area.

K-5 English or Spanish Language Arts and Reading (ELAR/SLAR)
1. For which activity are you seeking LIFT technical assistance support in K-5 ELAR or SLAR?

® Ismpolement Bluebonnet Learning K-5 ELAR in 2026—27and/or Bluebonnet Learning K-5 SLAR if approved by
BOE

O Select an SBOE-approved HQIM during the planning year in 2026-27 and implement that HQIM in 2027-28
O Neither of the above

K-5 Mathematics
2. For which activity are you seeking LIFT technical assistance support in K-5 Math?



O Implement Bluebonnet Learning K—5 Math in 202627 and/or Bluebonnet Learning K-5 Math (Spanish) if
SBOE approved

©) §812e7ct2%n SBOE-approved HQIM in 2026-27 during the planning year in 2026-27 and implement that HQIM in

@ Neither of the above

Secondary Mathematics

3. For which activity are you seeking LIFT technical assistance support in 6-8 and/or Algebra I Mathematics, or Geometry or Algebra II if
approved by SBOE?

O Implement Bluebonnet Learning Secondary Math in 2026-27
O Select an SBOE-approved HQIM during the planning year in 2026-27 and implement that HQIM in 2027-28
@® Neither of the above

Leadership and Instructional Foundations for Texas (LIFT) (cont)

Initiative Specific Questions for the Leadership and Instructional Foundations for Texas (LIFT) Grant

For each content area below, please indicate your school system’s current intention regarding the implementation of high-quality instructional
materials (HQIM).

The LIFT grant provides monthly implementation support and coaching from a State-Approved Provider. By applying for this grant, your
organization is committing to active participation in this support, specifically for instructional leaders — both at the campus and school system
levels. Each participating campus must have one leader receiving coaching. Each of the participating campus and school system leaders must be
directly involved in supporting teachers with the implementation of selected instructional materials. Additionally, the school system leader must
be directly involved in supporting the campus leaders.

4. How many campus principals will the school system commit to receiving monthly implementation support and coaching visits from the
Approved Provider?

Total number of principals to be coached ‘ 5

5. How many school system-based instructional leaders (e.g. principal managers, executive director of instruction, associate superintendent) will
the school system commit to receiving monthly implementation support and coaching visits from the Approved Provider?

Total number of leaders to be coached: ‘3

6. Does the school system commit to having, or working towards having, 165+ instructional days in the 2026-2027 academic year?

® Yes
O No

7. Has the school system implemented a CER OER product in previous academic years?

® Yes
O No

8. Enter the contact information for the school system’s primary point of contact for the LIFT grant.

Name: ‘J ay Tinklenberg ‘
Email: ‘ jtinklenberg@newmanacademy.org ‘
Phone: 6822075175 |

9. Enter the contact information for the school system’s secondary points of contact for the LIFT grant.



Name: ‘Enoch Milton ‘

Email: ‘ ejmilton@newmanacademy.org ‘
Phone: 6822075175 |
Name: ‘Sheba George ‘
Email: ‘ shebakg@newmanacademy.org ‘
Phone: 6822075175 |

Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles (APCSP)

Initiative Description:

The APCSP Grant program is designed to meet workforce demands and provide valuable student pathways to high-wage and in-demand careers.
According to the College Board, students who took an APCSP course were twice as likely to continue along a computer science pathway.
Students who took an APCSP course in high school were three times more likely to major in computer science in college, with this data being
consistent across various demographics. With the LASO 4 APCSP Grant funds, Texas public schools can begin to build, expand, and sustain a
computer science pathway.

Review the Eligibility Criteria, Initiative Assurances, and Initiative Requirements listed below and indicate the school system’s acceptance.

Eligibility Criteria:

« All Texas school systems are eligible.

Initiative Assurances:

As the applicant, the school system hereby agrees to:
« Contract with an Approved Provider from the LASO Cycle 4 Approved Provider List for curriculum and training.
» Adbhere to all Statutory and TEA Program Requirements and Assurances as noted in the 2025-2026 APCSP Grant Program Guidelines.
« Adhere to all APCSP Grant performance measures as noted in the 2025-2026 APCSP Grant Program Guidelines.

« Use grant funds only for APCSP classroom supplies and technology, teacher training, and directly related expenses for implementing an
APCSP course.

o Administer the APCSP exam to district-enrolled students participating in the APCSP course, at no cost to the student.

Initiative Requirements:

As the applicant, the school system hereby agrees to:

« Complete the necessary district process to obtain school board approval to include the APCSP course in the district’s course catalog for the
2026-2027 school year.

Provide the APCSP course exam to enrolled students free of charge.

Provide the technology, equipment and any additional resources required for a successfully functioning APCSP course.

Publicize the APCSP course offering to relevant stakeholders, high school students and their parents/guardians.
 Recruit, onboard, and arrange for professional development for certified teachers to teach the APCSP course.

« Provide a description of how the funds will be used, if awarded.

Continue providing the current level or increase the number of APCSP course opportunities.

Provide the number of district campuses that will offer the APCSP grant opportunity and the number of teachers to be trained.
Provide the necessary student support structures to prepare enrolled students to score 3 or higher on the APCSP exam.

Ju—

. Does the school system agree to meet the Eligibility Criteria, Initiative Assurances, and Initiative Requirements listed above?

® Yes
O No

Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles (APCSP) (cont)

Initiative Specific Questions for the Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles (APCSP) Grant.



1. If this grant is awarded, briefly describe how the school system plans to use the funds provided with this grant.

Newman International Academy will use APCSP Grant funds to train and certify teachers

purchase technology and curriculum materials

and expand equitable access to AP Computer Science Principles. The grant will remove student cost barriers
support teacher stipends

and promote STEM engagement

building a sustainable program that prepares students for high-demand technology careers.

2. Does the school system currently offer College Board Advanced Placement courses for student enrollment?

® Yes
O No

3. Does the school system currently offer an APCSP course on one or more campuses?

O Yes
® No

4. Has the school system participated in any other APCSP grant opportunities?

O Yes
® No

5. If awarded, how many of the school system's campuses will offer the APCSP course? (Min: I, Max: Not to exceed the number of a

I

6. If awarded, how many teachers will be trained during the summer of 2026 to teach one or more sections of the APCSP course in fall 2026?

I

7. Enter contact information for the school system’s primary point of contact for the APCSP grant

Name: ‘Kelly Magee
. District CTE CCMR Counseling Department
Title: .
Coordinator
Email: ‘kmagee@newmanacademy.org ‘
Phone: 6822075175 |

Virtual and Hybrid Program Accelerator (VHPA)

Initiative Description:

The Virtual and Hybrid Program Accelerator (VHPA) enables school systems and open-enrollment charter schools to design and launch high-
quality virtual and hybrid programs or campuses, as defined under Texas Education Code (TEC) Chapter 30B. The goal of the program is to
establish schools that are intentionally structured to achieve A or B accountability ratings and deliver rigorous, engaging instruction tailored to
meet the diverse needs of students across Texas. Through VHPA, participating school systems receive funding and technical assistance to
develop flexible, personalized learning models that support students requiring adaptable education pathways. The program also enables school
systems to implement innovative staffing strategies, expand course offerings, and increase access to high-quality instruction statewide.

Review the Eligibility Criteria, Initiative Assurances, and Initiative Requirements listed below and indicate the school system’s acceptance.



Eligibility Criteria:
As the applicant, the school system hereby agrees to:
» Have not participated in a previous VHPA cycle.

Initiative Assurances:

As the applicant, the school system hereby agrees to:

» Program leads of awarded applicants have at least 16 hours of release time built into their weekly schedules to plan and create the virtual or
hybrid program or campus.

« Ensure that the program or designated campus leader possesses relevant experience or can exhibit the competencies necessary to lead a
virtual or hybrid program or campus effectively.

» Design and manage strategic initiatives that improve instructional quality and student engagement, and they are committed to building their
capacity to support high-quality virtual and hybrid models.

o As part of the program commitment for Year 1 of VHPA, submit a comprehensive launch plan for a full-time virtual or hybrid program or
apply for authorization to operate a virtual or hybrid campus to operate in 2027-2028 school year.

Note: If the school system does not meet participation expectations or disengage from VHPA, they may have their membership from the
VHPA terminated and forfeit any access to remaining funding.

Initiative Requirements:

As the applicant, the school system hereby agrees to:
o Establish a dedicated VHPA Team responsible for developing and implementing the full-time virtual or hybrid campus or program.

» Collaborate with a TEA-assigned technical assistance (TA) provider and participate in TA-supported activities such as cohort workshops,
monthly coaching calls, step backs, planning sessions, or implementation deliverables.

Ensure adaptability and dedication in program model design to align with research-based practices for high-quality virtual and hybrid
models.
» By the end of Year 1 of VHPA support, launch a full-time virtual or hybrid program or apply for authorization to operate a full-time virtual
or hybrid campus beginning the 2027-2028 school year.
Note: For full-time virtual or hybrid campuses, Year 2 of VHPA TA support and funds are contingent upon the full-time virtual or hybrid
campus receiving authorization.
« Ensure that any partnership with a private or third-party vendor preserves the school system’s ability to design, adapt, and implement the
virtual or hybrid program to meet local needs.

Disclose any vendor-imposed services, limitations that may affect program flexibility, instructional design, or operational decision-making.

If selecting a private or third-party provider to operate the school, collaborate with the designated technical assistance partner to develop a
comprehensive provider selection plan that includes:

« Defined criteria for evaluating potential providers.
« Detailed cost analysis and breakdown of services.
» Consideration of the provider’s historical performance (e.g., student academic outcomes).

If selecting a private or third-party provider to operate the program or campus, formalize and monitor the partnership with a third-party
provider by:

» Submitting memoranda of understanding (MOU) or formal agreements outlining responsibilities of both the provider and the school
system or charter.

« Establishing a system for progress monitoring, including required reports on student engagement and academic progress.
« Defining action items if the provider fails to meet success criteria for the campus or program.

Complete all required deliverables and meeting milestones by the scheduled timeline specified by the VHPA, including:

«» Define a clear and compelling rationale for launching the virtual or hybrid program/campus, including the specific student population
or campus it will serve.

Present evidence of community interest in a virtual or hybrid learning option, including data collected through surveys, focus groups,
or other engagement methods.

» Develop and implement comprehensive plans to achieve program objectives, including an academic plan that outlines curriculum,
instructional methods, approaches for monitoring student progress, and support strategies for special populations and at-risk students.

» Develop and iterate plans regarding staffing models, school culture, family engagement, and student support.
» Update operations such as staffing, schedules, finances, technology, and cybersecurity to support virtual or hybrid models.

Provide a professional development plan for instructional staff that includes training specific to virtual and hybrid instruction, along
with ongoing, job-embedded coaching to strengthen instructional quality and student engagement.

Present evidence of training and development for teachers and leaders to ensure high-quality virtual or hybrid instruction.

« Use data to monitor student engagement and academic progress, ensuring alignment with grade-level standards and research-based
instructional strategies specific to virtual and hybrid learning.

» Engage in three improvement cycle sessions using data to inform ongoing development. school systems will share data that reflects

program implementation and outcomes. This may include student engagement, progress toward grade-level mastery in virtual and



hybrid courses (BOY, MOY, EQY), teacher instructional practices and growth in serving virtual and hybrid learners, and leader support
for professional learning communities and job-embedded coaching.

« Obtain formal approval from the school system’s governing board to launch a virtual or hybrid program/campus and ensure this
approval is secured prior to applying for authorization. For virtual/hybrid campuses, ensure this approval is secured prior to applying
for authorization.

» Submit a detailed plan or contract outlining the scope of services, responsibilities, and decision-making authority in any private or
third-party vendor partnership supporting the virtual or hybrid program/campus (if applicable).

o Submit a comprehensive launch plan and either implement a virtual or hybrid program or apply for authorization to operate a virtual or
hybrid campus that is expected to begin operating in the 2027-2028 school year.

1. Does the school system agree to meet the Eligibility Criteria, Initiative Assurances, and Initiative Requirements listed above?

® Yes
O No

Virtual and Hybrid Program Accelerator (VHPA) (cont,)

Initiative Specific Questions for the Virtual and Hybrid Program Accelerator (VHPA) Grant

1. Enter the contact information for the primary point of contact.

Name: ‘Sheba George ‘
Role: ‘ Superintendent ‘
Email: ‘ shebakg@newmanacademy.org ‘
Phone: 6822075175 |

2. What are the grade levels will the school system be serving?

Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade
7th Grade
8th Grade
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade

[S8)

. What type of delivery format is the school system planning on?

Program
O Campus
O TBD

4. What type of program is the school system planning on opening?

O Virtual
Hybrid
0O TBD

5. How does the school system envision instructions to delivered in the program?



O Asynchronous only

O Synchronous only

@® Both asynchronous and synchronous
O Undecided

6. Will the school system be in Year 1 of the school system wide adoption of HQIM in core subjects?

® Yes
O No

7. Current or anticipated student enrollment number in the virtual/hybrid program or campus?

8. Describe how the school system calculated the enrollment number above.

(i.e. current number of students enrolled, number of interested students via family survey)

NIA’s projection is grounded in: - Three years of internal transfer/withdrawal data showing high demand for flexible learning models. - Parent
surveys across campuses indicating a 24% interest in hybrid options. - Requests from families of at-risk

medically fragile
and advanced students. - Demographic analysis showing geographic and programmatic demand across NIA campuses.

9. Which best describes where the school system is in the virtual/hybrid program?

O Are in the planning phase and currently do not have a virtual or hybrid program, but intend to launch in SY26-27.

O Have a plan and will be ready to launch a virtual/hybrid program this school year (SY26-27) with some additional
support.

O Are currently running a virtual and hybrid program and would like feedback and support to build on it to launch a
more robust program in SY27-28.

O Are in the planning phase and currently do not have a virtual or hybrid program but intend to apply for
authorization to operate a virtual or hybrid campus in the SY27-28.

@ Have a plan and will be ready to launch a virtual/hybrid program this school year (SY26-27). With some additional
support, we plan to apply for authorization to operate a virtual or hybrid campus in the SY27-28.

O Are currently running a virtual and hybrid program and would like feedback and support to build on it and establish
a virtual or hybrid campus in SY27-28.

O Are exploring virtual and hybrid learning options within our school system but unsure about the program type and
timeline to launch.

10. Describe how your virtual or hybrid program/campus aligns with the school system's broader strategic goals or improvement plans.

The hybrid program is a direct extension of NIA’s organizational mission to educate

equip

and empower global leaders through innovative

student-centered learning. The program supports the school system’s strategic goals by: - Expanding equitable access to advanced coursework
including AP

dual-credit

and CTE pathways. - Increasing flexibility for students requiring unique learning arrangements. - Strengthening educational personalization
using digital tools

mastery-based progression

and targeted interventions. - Enhancing operational efficiency and cross-campus resource sharing. - Supporting NIA’s long-term goals for
academic excellence

technology integration

and holistic student development. This program will serve as a cornerstone for NIA’s vision for future-ready education.

11. Describe what knowledge or experience the school system's leadership team brings to designing and supporting high-quality virtual or
hybrid instruction.



NIA’s leadership team brings broad expertise in digital transformation
instructional innovation

systems planning

TEA compliance

and campus operations. The team has successfully led initiatives including: - Skyward Qmlativ SIS implementation - Digital textbook
adoption and Clever integration - CTE

STEM

and AP program expansion - VR/AR technology integration through zSpace and other platforms - Districtwide staff training and PD systems -
Campus cybersecurity and privacy improvements This experience positions NIA to execute a high-quality hybrid program with fidelity and
sustainability.

12. Describe what research, data, or stakeholder input informed the school system's decision to pursue a virtual or hybrid model.

NIA’s pursuit of a hybrid model is grounded in extensive research and feedback: - National research indicates hybrid learning supports
improved mastery

pacing flexibility

and student ownership. - Internal surveys from NIA families show high interest in academic flexibility

course variety

and safety. - Teacher advisory groups identified hybrid structures as ideal for targeted interventions. - Benchmarking against successful models
(e.g.

UT High School

Texas virtual schools) informed design decisions. - TEA’s guidance on best practices for virtual/hybrid programs informed instructional design
and scheduling. This evidence demonstrates a strong foundation and clear community demand.

13. Which best describes the school system’s key areas of need for the virtual/hybrid program?

Note: Answers provided will not limit the type of support the school system will receive if accepted into the program. Instead, this
information will be used to better understand the school system's key area of need.

Aligned, effective vision and model that is responsive to family and student needs.
Family engagement, communication, and/or recruitment plan.
Staffing and/or teacher/staff recruitment plan.

Plan for communicating clear administrator, teacher, student, and family roles within a virtual/hybrid model. (and
wherever needed, support for shifting mindsets)

Instructional framework for designing high-quality virtual and hybrid courses aligned to research-based practices.
Student attendance and engagement plan.

School Culture and student well-being plan.

Plan for supporting special populations and at-risk students.

Student onboarding sessions, including learning strategies and support for cultivating mindsets rooted in the
science of learning, self-directed learning skills, how to use digital tools, and help-seeking during asynchronous
and/or synchronous instruction.

Teacher development (PD and ongoing job-embedded coaching) to deliver high-quality instruction and learning
experiences in a virtual/hybrid model.

High-Quality Instructional Materials. (for core curriculum and adjusted for virtual/hybrid learning)
Data collection and progress monitoring systems.

Technology Strategy and Data Privacy Framework. (including hardware, connectivity, digital tools, and
cybersecurity policies)

Master schedule that is appropriately set up for virtual or hybrid learning.

14. Describe which additional topics, areas of support, or identified gaps would be most helpful to strengthen the school system's virtual or
hybrid model.

NIA would benefit from TEA support in: - Designing a hybrid master schedule aligned with research-based models. - Developing a
comprehensive digital literacy progression for Grades K—12. - Building student onboarding systems for hybrid learning. - Developing
cybersecurity frameworks specific to hybrid environments. - Access to statewide exemplars and coaching on best practices.

15. Describe which curriculum the school system is currently using, or planning to use for virtual learning for core courses.



NIA will use: - District-created TEKS-aligned curriculum - HQIM including Amplify
Eureka

and TEKS-aligned science/social studies materials - AP College Board resources for advanced coursework - TEA-approved digital learning
platforms for hybrid instruction - CTE-aligned curriculum tailored to industry standards

16. Which content is the school system considering when adopting new instructional materials or curriculum for virtual learning? (choose all
that apply)

Note: Curriculum adoption is not a requirement of the program, but rather an optional support; the response to this question will help us
better understand the school system s needs.

ELAR

What are the grade levels the school system will be serving?

Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade
7th Grade
8th Grade
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade

Math

What are the grade levels the school system will be serving?

Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade
7th Grade
8th Grade
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade

Science

What are the grade levels the school system will be serving?

Kindergarten
1st Grade



2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade
7th Grade
8th Grade
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade

Social Studies

What are the grade levels the school system will be serving?

Kindergarten
1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade
4th Grade
5th Grade
6th Grade
7th Grade
8th Grade
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade

School System’s Commitments to VHPA
As part of the VHPA, school systems will form a VHPA Team that regularly partners with VHPA technical assistance providers and meets as a
central team to develop and improve the virtual/hybrid program using VHPA support.

To the best of your current understanding, provide the contact information of individuals who most likely will be on the school system’s VHPA
Team.

VHPA Team Roles and Responsibilities

17. Enter contact information for the school system’s Senior Project Sponsor for the virtual or hybrid program.

Name: ‘Sheba George
Title: ‘ Superintendent ‘
Email: ‘ shebakg@newmanacademy.org ‘

18. Enter contact information for the school system’s Project Lead for the virtual or hybrid program.

Name: ‘Jay Tinklenberg ‘
Title: ‘Director of Accountability ‘
Email: ‘ jtinklenberg@newmanacademy.org ‘

19. Is the school system partnering with a third-party vendor or partner to run the virtual or hybrid program?


https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/vhpa-one-doc-pop-up-2.pdf

O Yes
® No

Closing

Signature

Official submission of this application requires the Superintendent's signature. The Application cannot be considered submitted without the
formal signature from the Superintendent.

If the Superintendent is unable to sign because they are on leave or in role transition, please email at LASO@tea.texas.gov.

If you are the Superintendent, click Yes and proceed to submitting the application.

If you are not the Superintendent, pause on submitting this application and email LASO@tea.texas.gov to identify the school system's grantee
official who can submit the application in the Superintendent's absence. Once the name of the grantee official has been identified, return back to

this page, select No, then proceed to submitting the application.

Are you the Superintendent?

@ Yes
O No

Please provide the following:

Superintendent Name : ’Sheba George ‘

Superintendent Email: ’shebakg@newmanacademy.org ‘

Review & Sign

The LASO Cycle 4 Grant has closed.

The closing date was December 3, 2025 at 05:00 PM.
This application can no longer be submitted.

Please close your browser window.

Review & Sign

Before you sign and submit, click the Review button to review the completed application, revise as needed, and then sign to submit your final
application.

You may only review one time. If you need to review the application again or make any additional revisions, please complete the Request for a
Retake link- located on our LASO 4 webpage.

@ Review
O Sign and Submit

Signature
Confirmation of Application

I have reviewed and acknowledge that the LASO 4 application I am submitting today is for the following Initiatives:
« Leadership & Instructional Foundations for Texas (LIFT)
« AP Computer Science Principles (APCSP)
« Virtual and Hybrid Program Accelerator (VHPA)



Note: Only last submitted application will be accepted as the Final LASO 4 application.

Signed On: December 2, 2025 at 03:42 PM



